settled in the valley of the St. Lawrence in the latter part of the eighteenth century, about the time when Mr. Harriman's great-grandfather arrived in New York from England. William J. Averell, Miss Aver-ell's father, was the leading banker of Ogdensburg, and was also president of the Ogdensburg & Lake Champlain Railroad Company.
The marriage took place in 1879, at Miss AverelPs home in Ogdensburg, and it was on this occasion that Mr. Harriman's name first appeared in connection with a railroad. A special train had been provided for the young couple by the bride's father, and when they reached the station in Ogdensburg they found that the name "E. H. Harriman" had been painted on the locomotive by the workman in the railroad shops. When Mr. and Mrs. Harriman returned from their wedding journey, they went to New York, where they established themselves in a home of their own on East Forty-Fourth Street.
Mr. Harriman's connection with the Averell family naturally turned his attention to affairs in the northern part of the State, and in 1881, two years after his marriage, he became interested in a small, badly managed, and unprofitable railroad, thirty-four miles in length, running from the little town of Stanley, near Canandaigua, to a harbor on Lake Ontario known as Great Sodus Bay, about forty